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ENROLLMENT MAY CLIMB
AT UM THIS FALL
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MISSOULA—
Although it's too early to know for sure, indications are that enrollment will
be up at the University of Montana this fall.
Applications at the end of July were running more than 200 more than a year ago
at the same time, according to Fred Weldon, director of student services at the
University.
But he's careful not to make predictions about final numbers of students.
"Although applications are up 14 per cent from last year, the numbers are too erratic
and unstable to hazard final guesses," he said.
If enrollment increases at the University this fall, it will be happy news to
the school, which was penalized by the Legislature last year for declining enrollments.
Because of a 19-1 student-teacher ratio imposed by the 1977 Montana Legislature, about
60 full-time faculty positions and about 80 full-time staff positions have been
eliminated in the last six months.
But if applications continue to come in at the present rate, enrollment is bound
to increase this year.

Weldon believes several reasons are responsible for more students

choosing the University of Montana this year.
During the last year, University faculty, staff, students and even President
Richard Bowers traveled throughout the state visiting high schools and answering
questions about the school.

In addition, Bowers met many times with members of the

Legislature, Board of Regents and fiscal analysts.

One staff member visited the

superintendents and principals of 165 Montana high schools.

-more-
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"People see that the University is doing difficult tasks that concern higher
education," Weldon said.

"They see that we are trying to do something about declining

enrollments and that we're trying to accommodate students by expediating replies
to their inquiries and streamlining procedures."
In addition, the University is hiring a counselor to oversee admissions and
orientation for new students.

That person will be active in recruiting students not

only in Montana, but also at national fairs in Chicago, Minneapolis and California.
For the first time this year, the University is accepting the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (College Boards) for admission to the school.

In the past, only the American

College Testing program was accepted.
New procedures have been established in which inquiries about the University are
answered within 24 hours.
UM Days, a program that brought Montana high school students to campus in April,
is credited with increasing student interest in the University.

Each of the 600

Montana students who attended received letters and counseling from UM faculty.
Also, new procedures in registering are making it easier for students to cut
through red tape, according to Philip Bain, registrar. "New forms and easier
procedures, such as allowing freshmen to register first, are helping students over
the hurdles of starting school," he said.
Although applications for housing

also have increased this summer, the UM

housing office reports that it still has room for students in the dormitories.
Students are encouraged to get their applications sent as soon as possible.
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